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Minutes of 39th meeting of AMICU.

September 29th 2001 at the Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.

(Sponsored by an educational grant from Wyeth Laboritories and Elan Pharmaceuticals)

Attendance

Consultants: Dr G Marx, Prof. M Leuwer, Dr D Gray, Dr M Baldam, Dr S Singh, Dr P Ford, Dr Premraj, Dr Rogers, Dr Tomlinson, Dr N Robin, Dr P Mullen, Dr Thomas, Dr J Harper, Dr R Griffiths, Dr G Sidaris, Dr J Hammond, Dr S Tighe, Dr T Donnelly, Dr J Dalton, Dr A Selby, Dr J Gannon, Dr J Chambers, Dr G Masterson, Dr I Tweedie, Dr F Mostafa, Dr Wenstone, Dr A Martin, Dr Wilding, Dr Goodhall 

Trainees: Dr C Cowan, Dr M Vangikar, Dr D Banks, Dr Maddox, Dr Sharma, Dr Brits, Dr Wasson, Dr Meade, Dr R Patel  

Others : Ms W Traverse (Network Commissioner), Andrea O'Neil (Elan), Mark Lazenby (Wyeth)

Apologies: Dr L McCrossan, Dr J Scott, Dr N Fergusson,

38/01 Introduction

Ian Tweedie welcomed the audience to the annual joint AMICU/ANWICU meeting, thanked the meeting's sponsors and introduced the first speaker of the day.

39/01 Dr Grant McKeating's presentation

Dr Grant McKeating (Consultant in Intensive Care from the Royal Preston Hospital) gave a 45-minute overview of Traumatic Brain Injury. His presentation was very informative and provoked approximately 15 minutes of questioning.

40/01 Professor Martin Leuwer's presentation

Professor Martin Leuwer (Professor of Anaesthesia at the University of Liverpool) gave an illuminating talk about Muscle Changes in Critical Illness Neuropathy. This presentation was extremely well received and resulted in approximately 15 minutes of questioning.

41/01 Dr Richard Griffith's ICS Council Update

Dr Griffiths informed the audience that the ICS are planning a meeting on 11th March, "Focus on ITU Design". He also confirmed that the ICS have now officially endorsed the PACMAN study. Finally, he announced that the National Medical Device Agency are in the process of introducing a White Card System (similar to the Yellow Card System used to report drug-related adverse events) to report dangerous medical equipment.

42/01 Regional Referral Audit

Dr Mostafa took the opportunity to thank everyone who had participated in the recent ITU Referral Audit.

43/01 Chairman's Address

43/01/01 Dr Ian Tweedie announced that the regional Brain Injury Protocol was ready for distribution. There were copies available during the meeting for each ITU in the region and further copies can be obtained by contacting Ian. He also announced that the first Intracranial Pressure Monitoring Workshop was provisionally arranged for Friday 23rd November. He envisaged that each workshop would accommodate 10 attendees and he would be writing to individual ITU's in due course.

43/01/02 Ian has received a letter from the UK Transplant Authority stating that it had monies available to improve organ availability. It was suggested that the money should be used to employ a senior nurse in each ITU who would educate staff about organ procurement issues and also hopefully identify organ availability. Ian's view that this was an inappropriate suggestion was supported by the audience. It was felt that the money may be better used in employing more transplant co-ordinators and Ian intended to write back with these comments. During the discussion surrounding organ procurement, Ian took the opportunity to seek the audience's views about who should monitor and "anaesthetise" the organ donor during organ harvesting. The audience felt that the best solution would be an anaesthetist or perhaps even a technician available as part of the transplant team. The constitution of retrieval teams is currently under review.

43/01/03 Ian informed the audience about the results of the recent Network Clinical Subgroup meeting. There was still concern that there is a great disparity between the roles and performance of different Trusts' Critical Care Delivery Groups. Most Trusts in the Network have completed and returned the NHS Modernisation Plan questionnaires which will give a better idea about individual Trusts' workloads, planned developments and workforce problems. If the Department of Health decides to inject monies into Critical Care Services at short notice, this data will tell us where the needs are and where change can occur. The data may be used to generate a scoring system and league table. The MRSA subgroup is currently collating the results of its members' efforts. The Outreach subgroup's major progress has been the establishment of an ALERT course at Whiston hospital to improve trainee medical and nursing staff's ability to recognise sick patients. The new Data/Information subgroup will try to find ways of using our ICNARC data collection to our benefit on a local basis.

44/01 Network Commissioner's Team Meeting

Wendy Traverse reminded us that the major problem we face in attempting to achieve an increase of 30% in Critical Care activity over the next three years was the issue of recruiting and funding additional medical and nursing staff.

45/01 NHS Modernisation Agency

Jane Harper was pleased to inform AMICU that 9 out of the 12 Trusts in our network are participating in process redesign and reminded us of the NHS Modernisation Agency's website. She will write to all intensivists in the network with details.

46/01 Date of next meeting

The 40th AMICU meeting will be the Winter Meeting at 14.30hrs on 7th December, 2001 at The Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.                                                                  

Dr Richard Griffiths will speak about underappreciated psychological problems in critically ill patients and we also plan to host the annual Registrars' Prize.

                                                                                                                  .
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