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Minutes of the twentieth meeting of AMICU held


on 4 Th. October 1996 at the Woodhey Hotel. 


(Supported by an Educational Grant from Abbott Laboratories and Hoechst, Marion, Roussel)





Present:	(21 consultants and 5 trainees)


	Dr Jayson (Chairman)			Dr Shearer (Secretary)


		Dr Griffiths (Treasurer)			Dr Gray


		Dr Kent					Dr Nelson


		Dr Baines				Dr Gannon


		Dr Harris				Dr Mostafa


		Dr Wenstone				Dr Chambers


		Dr Taylor				Dr Horton


		Dr Hill					Dr Martin


		Dr Duncan (ANWICU)			Dr Mousedale (ANWICU)


		Dr Tighe				Dr Desmond


		Dr Harper				Dr Dempsey


		Dr Dodds				Dr Patten


		Dr Hawkin				Dr Crooke


		Ms O’Connor 				Mr Evans (HMR)


		Mr Barker (Abbott)





Apologies: Drs. Mannar, Charters, Harrison, Macmillan, Billingham, Tweedie





14/96Mattres arising


8/96 Dr Peter Duncan (Preston, Chairman ANWICU) and Dr Steve Mousedale (Blackburn, Meetings Secretary ANWICU) were welcomed to the meeting. It was pointed out that ANWICU is to meet 3 times a year. They have devolved into a political wing and an educational wing. The political wing is represented by a member from each member ICU and meets immediately before the educational session. Any decisions taken by the political group are then ratified by the main group.


There was some discussion of the contents of a letter circulated to ALL NHS Trust Chief Executives in the NW Region advertising ANWICU as the main point of call on all matters relating to ICU. This was interpreted by AMICU members as encroaching on our relationships with our own Trusts. Although Dr Duncan reassured AMICU that this was not intentional, it was felt a reply circular should be sent to all Merseyside Trust CE’s re-affirming AMICU’s position within the old Mersey Region.


There was some ensuing discussion on the proposal to merger AMICU and ANWICU as a political force but this did not meet with approval of the AMICU members. It was decided to keep the associations separate but to forge close links via representation at each others meetings and  by a joint meeting once a year.


10/96 The ICNARC steering group is not yet up and running. Dr’s Taylor and Skues have agreed to participate in the group once it gets going.





15/96 Dr David Gray


Dr Gray (Consultant Anaesthetist, Aintree Hospitals), was given Chairman’s permission, at short notice, to address the meeting. Dr Gray has been given the task of organising the final FRCA teaching for the Mersey Deanery. He explained his vision of how he saw ICU teaching playing a central role in the curriculum. Essentially he was asking AMICU for it’s help to organise the teaching of intensive care in Mersey. The discussion of this topic was taken over into the Chairman’s address.


Dr Wenstone expressed his concern that such an important topic was sprung on the meeting without prior warning. (See Chairman’s address)





16/96 Dr Baines Talk.


Dr Paul Baines (Consultant, AHCH) gave a 40 minute provoking talk on meningococcal septicaemia which was followed by a lively 20 minutes of questions.





17/96 Chairman’s address.


i/ There was a discussion based on Dr Gray’s presentation. It was felt that the situation called for the establishment of a steering group to advise on the best way to teach ICU for the new final fellowship. Drs Harris (Whiston) , Wenstone (RLUH) and Jayson (Southport) were volunteered (and accepted) to sit on the steering group. It was felt a Junior should also sit on the group so Dr Mark Patten was nominated and accepted as the Junior Rep. The terms of reference of the group were to meet and decide on an outline plan of what should be taught and how many 1 hour sessions this would take. This information will be passed to Dr Gray ASAP. Further, the group would attempt to identify particular consultants who would be suitable to take part in this teaching programme. It was agreed that the group would report back to AMICU at it’s December meeting when a fuller discussion on the way forward could take place.


ii/ ICBIS. There is to be a national ICU bed bureaux set up. This may detract funding from our regional ICBIS. It was generally felt that ICBIS was performing a valuable task and should be supported and that a nationwide bed service would be of little practical help. Further it was felt that a national bureaux would lead to an increase in unnecessarily long transfers. It was agreed that the national bureaux was politically rather than clinically driven.





18/96 Claire O’Connor (Regional ICU Audit Facilitator) Presentation


Claire O’Connor then gave a very informative talk on the results of the first 5 months of the Regional ICU transfer audit.


The figures she presented were extremely interesting .


In 5 months 500 critically ill  patients were transferred between trusts. 81% of these patients were ventilated. 


37% were from AED and 27% from ICU’s.


64% were transferred due to lack of staffed ICU beds at the referring hospital.


38% were only accompanied by an SHO grade.


Regional ICU bed occupancy averages ~ 90%.


From Nov. 95 to Jan. 96 there were on average less than 10 empty beds in the whole of the North West Region. (~4% of total)





19/96 AOB


i/ The prize for the Registrars Prize (at the December Meeting) was confirmed as £150. Posters advertising the event are to be circulated soon.


The December meeting will have time set aside to discuss the suggestions of the Teaching Steering Group.


ii/ It is to be recorded in the minutes that as from 1st January 1996 the Officers of AMICU changed;


Dr David Jayson replaced Dr. S. Mostafa as Chairman.


Dr Euan Shearer replaced Dr. D. Jayson as Secretary.


Dr. Richard Griffiths replaced Dr. Robin Macmillan as Treasurer.





20/96 Date of next meeting.


Will be at 2.30pm, Friday December 20th 1996 at the Woodhey Hotel.


The meeting will include the Registrars Prize.





