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Minutes of 38th meeting of AMICU.

June 29th 2001 at the Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.

(Sponsored by an educational grant from Wyeth Laboritories and Elan Pharmaceuticals)

Attendance

Consultants: Dr J Little, Dr A Selby, Dr R Nelson, Dr J Gannon, Dr J Chambers, Dr G Masterson, Dr I Tweedie, Dr F Mostafa, Dr Wenstone, Dr K Strahan, Dr T Hankin, Dr N Fergusson, Dr G Sidaras, Dr A Higgs, Dr A Martin 

Trainees: Dr C Cowan, Dr B Dupont, Dr Nagaraj, Dr F Andrews, Dr A Holden, Dr M Vangikar, Dr J Wood, Dr A Roitberg-Henry, Dr  D Banks 

Nurses: K Francis, M Brady, J French

Others : Ms W Traverse

30/01 Introduction

Ian Tweedie welcomed the audience, thanked the meeting's sponsors and introduced the first speaker of the day.

31/01 Dr Duncan Wyncoll's presentation

Dr Duncan Wyncoll (Consultant in Intensive Care from St Thomas's Hospital, London) gave a very authoritative overview of the evidence supporting the use of immunonutrition. His presentation was very informative and provoked approximately 15 minutes of questioning.

32/01 Dr June Jones' presentation

Dr June Jones (Lecturer in Medical Ethics from the University of Birmingham) gave an illuminating talk about the impact of the Human Rights Act (1998) on intensive care practice. She used interesting case examples to educate the audience about various legal issues surrounding end of life and admission to ITU. This presentation was extremely well received and resulted in approximately 20 minutes of questioning.

33/01 Dr Fred Mostafa's & Dr Lawrence McCrossan's "Inappropriate Referrals Audit"

Dr Lawrence McCrossan took the opportunity to remind the audience that he would be visiting each of the region's ITUs to drum up support for this region-wide audit. 

34/01 Network Commissioning Team Meeting

Dr Ian Tweedie updated the audience on developments arising from this meeting on 29.16.01. There was concern that not all Trust-wide Critical Care Groups are functioning effectively and it was agreed to encourage Chief Executives to provide more direction. It was noted that the local modernisation review had started with the ultimate goal to increase the number of critical care beds in the network by 30%. Thus far only 7% of the target beds had been opened and the question remains where the remaining beds should go. It was generally felt that a needs assessment would be necessary. 

35/01 Medical Workforce Planning for ITU

Ian Tweedie commented on an ongoing medical staffing exercise in Merseyside attempting to balance the current number of trainees with the future projection for numbers of consultants needed in ITU locally. This exercise will focus on SHO numbers and hopefully the current restriction on SHO numbers would be relaxed to allow more SHO posts to be created in ITU medicine. Each clinical director would receive a questionnaire in relation to this.

36/01 Regional Advisor's Report

Dr Neil Fergusson reported that a STEC meeting will take place next July and mentioned that he believed it was Professor Hutton's (President RCA) view that critical care rotations for SHOs which incorporate ITU, A&E, anaesthesia, and acute medicine are desirable.

37/01 Date of next meeting

The 39th AMICU meeting will be the Annual Joint Meeting with ANWICU at 14.30hrs on 28th September, 2001 at The Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.                                                                  

Professor Martin Leuwer will represent AMICU and Dr Grant McKeating will represent ANWICU and present topics to be announced.

                                                                                                                  .
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