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Minutes of 23rd meeting of AMICU, held at The Woodhey Hotel


on Friday 27th June 1997.


(Sponsored by an educational grant from Glaxo Welcome, Hoechst, Marion, Roussel


and BPL)


Present ; 	23 Consultants	9 junior doctors	2 nurses





Dr. E. Shearer (Secretary)�
Dr.D.Jayson (Chairman)�
Dr.R.Griffiths (Treasurer)�
�
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Dr.N.Coleman�
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Dr.N.Brookes�
Dr.G.Dempsey�
�
Dr.S.Hill�
Dr.N.Robin�
Dr.J.Dalton�
�
Dr.I.Graham�
Dr.A.Atherton�
Dr.R.Wenstone�
�
Dr.B.Murthy�
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�
Dr.I.Watson�
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Dr.P.Bunting�
�
Dr.I.Tweedie�
Dr.A.Kent�
Sr.H.Rymell�
�
s/n J.Hankinson�
Dr.P.Nightingail�
Dr.S.Mostafa�
�
Dr.M.Jones�
Dr.P.Mullin�
Dr.W.Horton�
�
Dr.A.Selby�
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Dr.R.Wilkes�
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Dr.D.Bardgett�
�
�
�



8/97 Minutes of last meeting


5/97 Dr.Jayson pointed out that the criticism of Regional Management in 5/97 may be unjust as Managers were represented at the ICNARC meeting, it was purchasers who were not.


Otherwise the minutes were accepted as a true representation of the meeting.





9/97 Matters arising.


There were none at this time although some were due to be discussed during a later item on the agenda.





10/97 Dr. Peter Gosling’s lecture.


Dr.Gosling is a Consultant Clinical Biochemist from Sellyoak Hospital in Birmingham. He gave a very interesting talk to the Association on the subject of microalbuminuria in critically ill patients, particularly it’s role in predicting severity illness. This was followed by a lively 25 minutes of discussion.





11/97 Dr. Ian Tweedie’s lecture.


Dr. Tweedie is a Consultant in Neuroanaesthesia and Intensive Care at the Walton Centre for Neurology and Neurosurgery in Liverpool. He gave a 30 minute talk on the monitoring of patients with closed head injuries. This was followed by 20 minutes of discussion.





12/97 Chairman’s Address.


Dr. Jayson reported that a second tranche of Regional money had been given out to fund short term bed expansion in the following Trusts:


4 HDU beds to N. Manchester	2 ICU beds to Bury


2 ICU beds to Rochdale		1 ICU bed to Warrington


There is to be a Regional ICBIS meeting on 3rd September. Dr. Jayson is giving a talk on behalf of AMICU.





ICNARC update: Most Units should be in a position to get their 6 month report. The second version of ICNARC (Including the Augmented Care Period data fields). Most Units should have sent some members of their staff on ACP training days. It was pointed out that Trusts have an obligation to collect the ACP data and they must therefore supply the funds necessary to do this.





The Regional “School” of anaesthesia (under the auspices of David Gray) is to run again in the new year. It was felt appropriate that the AMICU steering group who advised on the syllabus of the teaching programme (Dr’s Jayson, Wenstone, Patten and Harris) should meet again to see if anything could be learnt from our first try at this teaching method. It was generally agreed that the teaching programme worked very well, indeed it was reported that Dr. Gray was very pleased with our efforts and had received glowing feedback from those juniors who had attended. It was felt appropriate to try and include more juniors themselves in the teaching next time.








13/97 Dr. Nightingale (ANWICU)


Dr Nightingale reported that ANWICU had recently elected their Regional ICU Advisor who is to be Dr. Moira Shelly. He also stated that ANWICU was concerned that the Regional Staffing Group seemed to focus on nursing issues rather than medical ones. They had therefore proposed the setting up of a separate Regional Medical Staffing Group. Ian Maconachie, Moira Shelly, Jane Harper and Neil Ferguson had been asked to sit on it.





14/97 Regional Advisor in ICU.


Dr. Ferguson announced that he had recently attended the first meeting of ICU Regional Advisors in London. He has summerised his impression of the meeting on the attached sheet. The diploma of Intensive Care is due to start in 1998. It will consist of a 10,000 word dissertation, a log book including 5 case studies and three 1 hour viva voce exams. A good dissertation was a pre-requisite of getting through to the vivas. He also pointed out that training in ICU’s abroad would not be counted toward the training programme. He was asked if he would convey AMICU’s feeling that experience in another country is extremely important and should be encouraged not penalised.





15/97 Treasurers report


Dr. Griffiths announced that the AMICU account currently stands at a healthy £2725. Some members have still not filled in a standing order form (Including the current secretary!!). More standing order forms are to be sent out with the minutes of this meeting. (I have enclosed a list of those who have already filled in a SO form. Only Consultants need to pay. Could these SO forms be returned to your own bank). There was some debate as to what the money should be spent on, apart from the Secretary ensuring he claims money back for stationary and postage, no decision was made. Suggestions would be welcomed.





16/97 AOB


Dr. Mostafa asked if it would be possible to elect Honorary members of AMICU such as happens with the Liverpool Society of Anaesthetists. This was felt to be an excellent idea. It was agreed that suggestions for suitable Honorary members should be brought up at the next meeting.





There was some discussion on whether there should be joint membership for AMICU and ANWICU. Ie one subscription would allow membership of both Associations. This did not receive much support so was not considered further.





Dr.Griffiths announced that he has a research post coming up at Whiston and asked that any juniors who may be interested should contact him.





17/97 Date of next meeting.


Friday 27th September. This will be a joint meeting with ANWICU. It will be at the Woodhey as usual and the speakers will be Dr. Rick Van Saen and Prof. R. Little


