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24 December, 1996





Minutes of twenty first meeting of AMICU held


on 20th December 1996 at the Woodhey Hotel.


(Supported by an educational grant from Abbott Laboratories and Hoechst, Marion, Roussel.)





Present: (23 Consultants and 11 trainees)


Dr Dempsey�
Dr Horton�
Dr Taylor�
�
Dr Nalla�
Dr Mostafa�
Dr Wilkes�
�
Dr Hawkins�
Dr Wenstone�
Dr Forrest�
�
Dr Lacey�
Dr Nelson�
Dr Griffiths (Treasurer)�
�
Dr Whitehead�
Dr Harris�
Dr Shearer (Sec)�
�
Dr Robin�
Dr Charters�
Dr Skues�
�
Dr Molnar�
Dr Stevens�
Dr Gannon�
�
Dr Hicks�
Dr Jayson (Chairman)�
Dr Jameson�
�
Dr Sarginson�
Dr Harper�
Dr McHarris�
�
Dr Crook�
Dr Mannar�
Dr Baines�
�
Dr Valijan�
Dr Martin�
Dr Ferguson�
�
Dr Patten�
Dr Brooks�
�
�
No apologies were received.





21/96 Minutes


The minutes of the 20th AMICU meeting were accepted as a true representation of the meeting.





22/96 Matters arising


There were no matters arising.





23/96 Registrars Prize.


There then followed the annual Registrars Prize presentations.


There were 5 presentations. The order of presentation were randomly allocated and were as follows:


Dr. Mark Forrest ; Flesh eating bug at 10 fathoms.


Dr. David Lacy ; High frequency oscillatory ventilation in paediatric respiratory failure.


Dr. Mark Patten ; The renal and neurohormonal effects of the addition of low dose dopamine in septic critically ill patients.


Dr. Zsolt Molnar ; The prophylactic use of N-Acetylcysteine in the prevention of MSOF.


Dr. Nicole Robin ; Peripartum cardiomyopathy ; Case report and discussion.





The presentations were all of a high quality and after deliberation by the judges (Drs. Atherton, Wenstone and Nelson), Dr. Molnar was declared the winner and was presented with a cheque for £150 by Dr. Jayson.





24/96 Teaching steering group.


Dr. Jayson reported that the group (Drs. Jayson, Harris, Wenstone and Patten) had met and had produced a programme for ICU part III teaching. This programme had already been circulated to ICU Consultants involved and to Dr. David Gray ((Co-ordinator of part III teaching in Mersey). Dr. Shearer reported that Dr. Gray was extremely pleased with AMICU’s expedient response to his request for help and the “excellent” programme that AMICU had produced. He has written a letter of thanks to Dr. Jayson. All Consultants involved with the proposed teaching programme should heve received copies of the programme. Where the teaching sessions are to take place has not yet been decided, this will be taken up with Dr. Gray. It was pointed out that the teaching sessions will take place on Tuesday mornings. Dr. Gray will take the first hour then the ICU tutorial will take the next 2 hours. This will be a rolling programme and will need to be repeated at least yearly.





25/96 ICS council elections.


Dr. Jayson announced that Dr. Mostafa will be standing for election to the council of the Intensive Care Society and asked that all members of AMICU give him their full support.





26/96 Regional Education Advisor in ICU.


In a communication circulated since the last AMICU meeting, AMICU has been asked to advise on the filling of the post of REA in Intensive Care to the Mersey Deanery. This is a post set up by the Intercollegiate Committee on Intensive Care (Chairman Dr Shiela Willats) and supported by Trevor Bayley. The officers of AMICU asked for nominations and seconders for those members of AMICU willing to stand for such a post. Three names were put forward for nomination; Dr. Corrine Harris, Dr. Fred Mostafa and Dr. Neil Fergusson. These three were accepted by AMICU and it was decided to hold a postal ballot of AMICU members in January 1997. It was decided that every doctor in Mersey Region on AMICUs mailing list would be eligable to vote. The actual method of voting ; simple cross or single transferrable vote, was not decided. Advice will be sought by Dr. Jayson. The winner of the ballot will be deemed to be the AMICU choice for REA and his or her name will be sent to the Intercollegiate Committee for acceptance. Dr. Mostafa pointed out that if he were elected as REA he would give up his position of College Tutor at the RLUH and would withdraw from the ICS Council election.





27/96 Augmented Care Periods.


Dr. Jayson brought this to the attention of AMICU. It was mentioned at the last Intensive Care Group meeting. Augmented care = ICU/HDU care. Essentially the DOH are attempting to audit the provision of ICU and HDU in hospitals. This will begin in October 1997. It will be run by each hospitals information department. They are trying to find out if patients are receiving ICU/HDU level care in areas outside of designated ICU/HDU’s, and whether a patient who is been treated in a ward should really be in an ICU or HDU. Exactly who is going to collect this data is not clear but each hospital information department should already be preparing for this. It is advised that each Unit contact it’s own hospital info. Dept. to see what provisions they have made.. More information on this topic can be obtained from Dr. J Morris, ICU Consultant at the William Harvey Hospital, Ashford, Kent (Tel ; 01233 633331 ext. 6041)





28/96 CME points


Dr. Jayson announced that Dr. Ahearn has agreed to award 3 CME points to each AMICU meeting backdated to the start of 1996.





29/96 Regional ICU Audit.


The Regional ICU Audit department at Stepping Hill Hopspital is still looking for ICU regiopnal audit topics. It was decided that further discussion of this could take place at the next AMICU meeting.





30/96 AOB


The next meeting of ANWICU (Manchesters version of AMICU) will take place on 4th February. (Contact Dr’s Jayson or Shearer for details)


Dr’s Robin and Whitehead (SpR’s in anaesthesia) asked to be added to the AMICU mailing list.


Dr. Jayson offered a vote of thanks to Mr Barker and Mr Evans for the continued support of AMICU on behalf of their respective companies, Abbott and Hoechst, Marion, Roussel.





31/96 Date of next meeting.


The next meeting of AMICU will be on Friday April 4th at 2.30 pm (not Friday March 28th as previously circulated).





BALLOT RESULT


The outcome of the postal ballot for Regional Adviser in Intensive Care was that Dr Neil Ferguson of Chester was nominated as the AMICU choice for this position.


