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Minutes of 41th meeting of AMICU.

April 5th 2002 at the Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.

(Sponsored by an educational grant from Novartis and Aventis Pharmaceuticals)

Attendance

Consultants: Dr P Mullen, Dr G Masterson, Dr I Tweedie, Dr C Littler, Dr R Wenstone, Dr R Mehra, Dr N Robin, Dr M Vangikar, Dr K Strahan, Dr A Twist, Dr J Gannon, Dr J Chambers, Dr R McMillan, Dr C Cowan, Dr H Davies, Dr G Marx 

Trainees: Dr L McCrossan, Dr P Corry, Dr T Mahambre

Others : Mrs W Traverse (Network Commissioner),  Ms P Kempton (Novartis), Mr M Evans (Aventis)

Apologies: Dr J Scott, Dr J Harper, Dr A Breen, Dr SM Mostafa, Dr J Ledson, Dr P Nee, Dr J Wood 

52/01 Introduction

In the Chairman's absence Gary Masterson welcomed the audience to the Spring AMICU meeting, thanked the meeting's sponsors (Novartis and Aventis) and introduced the speaker of the day.

53/01 Dr Lawrence McCrossan's presentation

Dr McCrossan (Clinical Fellow in ITU at the Royal Liverpool University Hospital) presented the results of a region-wide audit he had carried out with Dr Mostafa. The audit addressed ITU referral patterns and as many of the audience had participated in the data collection for this audit the presentation was received with great interest. His presentation was excellent, lasted 30 minutes and  provoked approximately 15 minutes of questioning.

54/01 Chairman's Address

54/01/01 Following a break for refreshments Ian Tweedie asked those present to accept the minutes for the last AMICU meeting as correct.

54/01/02 Ian reminded the audience that the drawing up of the final draft of the network's service development plan was now in progress. No further additions or changes from individual trusts would be accepted. Everyone agreed that the prioritisation process would be difficult at best but Mrs W Traverse gave the audience some insight into the process by suggesting that the process would be driven by an analysis of potential resulting benefits. It was also stated that capacity would probably be given a higher priority than capital build. Mrs Traverse also informed the audience that she was not aware that any new monies would be available for critical care services within the next financial year. 

54/01/03 Ian updated the audience about the discussions that had taken place at the last network clinical subgroup meeting. Protocols for the use of Activated Protein C and the use of special beds in ITU were being co-ordinated by Neil Fergusson. 

Ian commented that there was a general impression that the Work Force Confederation was demonstrating little activity in planning medical manpower in critical care but continues to address problems surrounding nurse manpower. It was agreed that Mrs Traverse and Ian Tweedie would write a joint letter to the Chief Executive of the Work Force Confederation to clarify this issue. 

It has become clear that many ITUs' patient data collection systems are designed to be ICNARC- and ACP-friendly systems and do not allow the user to access data with ease. This network-wide problem requires further consideration. 

Ian suggested that now might be the ideal time to set up a Transfer subgroup to implement the recommendations of the recently published ICS guidelines throughout the network. It was suggested that the clinicians already involved with ICBIS might be the best-qualified people to form the subgroup. After much discussion it was felt that an audit of transfers may be the logical first step to assess if a problem exists before proceeding to the setting up of a subgroup. 

Although doctors participating in patient transfers are insured through one of their professional bodies (AAGBI or ICS), it has become clear that there is no formal policy about similar insurance for nursing and technical staff. It was pointed out that trusts are not permitted to take out private insurance schemes for their staff for legal reasons. Dr Wenstone informed the audience that this problem had been addressed in previous times in his trust and the outcome was that the trust would be liable if one of its staff were to be injured or killed during a patient transfer. It was suggested that this topic should be discussed at Trust-Wide Critical Care Delivery Group meetings.     

54/01/04 Ian reminded the audience that closing date for the ICS council elections was drawing close and suggested that AMICU members should consider voting for local candidates. 

552/01 Date of next meeting

The 42th AMICU meeting will be the Summer Meeting at 14.30hrs on 28th June, 2002 at The Quality Hotel, Little Sutton, Wirral.                                                                  

Dr Arpan Guha will speak about  "Neuro-intensive care: what matters?" and Professor Ian Hutchinson (Professor of Immunology from University of Manchester) will speak about polmorphisms in critical illness.

                                                                                                                  .
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